RECOLLECTIONS OF A PLAYER
were really suitable or not, so that my early training helped me at this time.
"Rose Michel" was the play in which I opened at the Union Square. In this I appeared as Pierre Michel, a person of the class known as "heavy villains." I told Mr. Palmer I thought the part somewhat out of my line, but he thought otherwise, and circumstances eventually proved that he was right, for I got much credit for my performance. I have an impression that I was largely indebted to the coat I wore for any success which I achieved. I had been told to order my dress, mating my own selection. I described to the cos-turner what I wanted, directing him to make a long gray coat which should reach down to my heels, explaining that my part was that of an old miser, and that I wanted my dress, as far as possible, to convey the character of the man. So I said: "Make it loose and heavy, so that I can slip out of it in a second." He professed to know exactly what I wanted, and set to work to make the garment. When I received it I was disgusted. It was a clean modern 167areer draws near its
